
What farmers have to do under Action for Healthy Waterways 

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026+

Resource consent required for land use intensification (interim controls)*

Wetland protection (earthworks, drainage, vegetation clearance etc)*

N fertiliser cap: consenting options provide for progressive reductions out to 2023 if application greater than 190 kg N/ha/yr*

Stock holding pads/stand off pads to meet minimum standards (otherwise consent required)*

Farm Plans will be required. Continue towards having one for your farm.

Water use reporting >20 L/ sec >10 L/ sec >5 L/ sec

All dairy cattle and pigs excluded from  
wetlands and rivers >1m wide

All dairy support cattle on any terrain excluded 
from wetlands, lakes and rivers >1m wide

*Temporary existing user rights may apply to the regulations in the NES in which case you 
may have 6 months to apply for a consent after the regulations come into force.

Winter grazing standard met (area, slope, pugging, resowing, buffers) through Intensive 
Winter Grazing farm plan module or resource consent


