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Standard sowing rate increases yield 
Using a higher ryegrass sowing rates usually gives a temporary (not long term) increase in DM yield over the 
first 1-3 grazings. This varies, but might be an extra 500 kg DM/ha, with a value of $150-200/ha (using 30-
40c/kg DM for this high quality late autumn/winter feed).  Cost of an extra 6 kg/ha of seed may be $60–
90/ha. 
 
Lower sowing rate increases clover 
Lower ryegrass sowing rates generally gives higher clover content in the pasture, which in turn improves the 
feed quality and the animal performance. 
 
Lower sowing rate increases weeds 
Lower ryegrass sowing rates also generally means more weeds in pasture. If weeds are a problem 
(particularly grass weeds such as browntop, poa etc.) we recommend using standard sowing rates and 
taking into account sowing method (see below). 
 
Sowing method  
Sowing method affects sowing rate, as the diagram below shows. Where weeds are a problem we 
recommend method  below. 
 
 Spreading seed more evenly 
(e.g. roller-drill, broadcast, cross-drill, drills with 
narrow row spacing) 

 Packing seed in wide rows 
(e.g. single pass with drill with 15cm rows, 
undersowing)

 Better ground cover (better weed control) 
 More space between plants so better clover 

establishment 
 These methods suit higher sowing rates

 Seed packed more tightly in rows 
 Space between rows for weeds (or clover if 

it’s sown separately, e.g. small seed box) 
 Suits lower sowing rates 

 
 

Summary – standard vs low perennial ryegrass sowing rates 

Use standard ryegrass sowing rate where:  
( Diploid 18-22 kg/ha*; Tetraploid 26-30kg/ha*) 

Use lower sowing rate  where: 
(Diploid 12-16 kg/ha*; Tetraploid 20-24 kg/ha*) 

 Fastest establishment wanted. 
 Spreading seed more evenly (e.g. roller drill, 

broadcasting seed) for weed control. 
 Grass weed control wanted. 

 Have good seedbed. 
 Accurate drill or sowing contractor. 
 Single pass operation using 15cm rows. 

 
* Sowing rates given are for ryegrass seed only. Clover seed to be added, typically at 3-4 kg/ha. 
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